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SUB J : CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SETTLEMENTS IN GAZA STRIP CONTINUES 
REFS: A. TEL AVIV 21 10, B. TEL AVIV 725 

1 . ON FEB 17 TRIP TO RAFAH APPROACHES EMBOFF NOTED ONGOING 
NEW SETTLEMENT CONSTRUCTION IN GAZA STRIP. FIVE BULLDOZERS 
WERE LEVELING GROUND AT SITE OF QATIF B 11 KM SOUTHWEST OF 
NF.ZF.R HAZANI) AT 1230 PM. AT QATIF C (1.5 KM SOUTHWEST OF 
NF.ZF.R HAZANI) TWO CONSTRUCTION DERRICKS WERE ON LOCATION 
AND SIX HOUSES HAD ALREADY BEEN CONSTRUCTED. WORKERS HAD 
ALREADY LEFT FOR THE DAY AT THIS SITE. 
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2. EMBOFF OBSERVED THREE SO-CALLED "AGRICULTURAL OBSERVA- 
TION POSTS" IN HARUVIT AREA. GROUND-LEVELING AND FENCING 
OF THESE SITES HAD TAKEN PLACE IN IAN. AT SITE A (1.5 KM 

WEST OF HARUVIT) TWO WATER TOWERS AND A PRE-FAB SHACK WERE 
LOCATED IN A FENCED 50 BY 50 METER AREA. GIVEN THE SAND ON 
THE APPROACH ROAD, NO ONE HAD BEEN TO THE SITE IN DAYS. AT 
SITE B (1 KM NORTHEAST OF HARUVIT) A SIMILAR FENCED AREA WITH 
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WATER TOWER AND PRE-FAB WERE NOTED. A WATER PIPE RAN TO 
THE SITE. AT SITE C (3 KM NORTHEAST OF HARUVIT) THERE WAS 
ANOTHER FENCED AREA WITH WATER TOWER AND PRE-FAB. A 5 KM 
LONG WATER PIPE (NOT FULLY CONNECTED) LINKED THIS SITE WITH 
THE MAIN WATER PIPE LOCATED BY THE MAIN COASTAL ROAD. IN 
ADDITION, THE SHORE NEAR SITE C HAD BEEN FULLY LEVELED, 
APPARENTLY WITH THE INTENTION OF PREPARING A SWIMMING BEACH. 
ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, THERE ARE ANOTHER THREE "AGRICUL- 
TURAL OBSERVATION POSTS" ALONG A NEW ROAD BEING CONSTRUCTED 
SOUTH OF HARUVIT. 

3. ON SAME DAY EMBOFF DISCUSSED ISRAELI SETTLEMENT 
ACTIVITIES IN GAZA STRIP WITH MAJOR AMIR CHESHIN, MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT LIAISON OFFICER FOR GAZA STRIP. CHESHIN 
STATED THAT THERE ARE NOW ONLY TWO NAHAL PARA-MILITARY 
SETTLEMENTS IN THE STRIP, MORAG AND NETZARIM. KFAR DAROM, 
ALTHOUGH CIVILIANIZED, WAS NOT TERMED A REAL SETTLEMENT. 

HE TERMED IT AS THE TEMPORARY HOME OF THE QATIF B AND QATIF 
C SETTLEMENT NUCLEI. ACCORDING TO CHESHIN, QATIF B & C 
SETTLEMENTS, TOGETHER WITH NEZER HAZANI, WILL MAKE UP THE 
QATIF BLOC. 

4. COMMENT: THE LATE JAN DECISION OF MINDEF WEIZMAN TO 
FREEZE SETTLEMENT GROUND PREPARATION APPARENTLY RELATED 
ONLY TO MINAG SHARON'S "AGRICULTURAL OBSERVATION POSTS." CON- 
STRUCTION OF AUTHENTIC NEW SETTLEMENTS (SUCH AS QATIF B, 
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QATIF C, PR TEL. AND TALMEI YOSEF), ON THE OTHER HAND. HAVE 
NOT BEEN AFFECTED BY THIS DECISION. FURTHERMORE, AS DEPART- 
MENT IS AWARE. WORK BY ISRAELIS ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON IS A 
RARITY. GOI THEREFORE APPEARS TO HAVE MADE COMPLETION OF 
THE TWO SETTLEMENTS WHICH WILL FILL OUT THE QATIF 
BLOC AS A HIGH PRIORITY OBJECTIVE. TO PUT THIS 
ACTIVITY IN CONTEXT, WE NOTE THAT LONG-TERM GOI 
OBJECTIVE IN SOUTHERN GAZA STRIP IS LINE OF SIX 
SETTLEMENTS FROM NEZER HAZANI SOUTHWEST ALONG THE 
COAST TO INTERNATIONAL BORDER. LEWIS 
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